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emotion. All this went long ago, and inevitably. But we are losing nowadays something analogous and more
important: the cultivation and sanctification not merely of acts and occasions but of the individual character.
Life has been allowed to arrange itself, if such can be called arrangement, into an unstable, jostling heap of
interests, ours and other folks, serious and vacuous, trusted to settle themselves according to the line of least
resistance (that is, of most breakage!) and the survival of the toughest, without our sympathy directing the
choice. As the days of the year have become confused, hurried, and largely filled with worthless toil and
unworthy trouble, so in a measure, alas, our souls! We rarely envy people for being delightful; we are always
ashamed of mentioning that any of our friends are virtuous; we state what they have done, or do, or are
attempting; we state their chances of success. Yet success may depend, and often does, on greater hurrying and
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