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Vintage Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 416 pages. Dimensions: 7.9in. x 5.2in. x 0.8in.In this
original and illuminating book, Denise A. Spellberg reveals a little-known but crucial dimension of the story of
American religious freedoma drama in which Islam played a surprising role. In 1765, eleven years before
composing the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson bought a Quran. This marked only the
beginning of his lifelong interest in Islam, and he would go on to acquire numerous books on Middle Eastern
languages, history, and travel, taking extensive notes on Islam as it relates to English common law. Jefferson
sought to understand Islam notwithstanding his personal disdain for the faith, a sentiment prevalent among his
Protestant contemporaries in England and America. But unlike most of them, by 1776 Jefferson could imagine
Muslims as future citizens of his new country. Based on groundbreaking research, Spellberg compellingly
recounts how a handful of the Founders, Jefferson foremost among them, drew upon Enlightenment ideas
about the toleration of Muslims (then deemed the ultimate outsiders in Western society) to fashion out of what
had been a purely speculative debate a practical foundation for governance in America. In this way, Muslims,
who were not even known to exist in the colonies, became the imaginary outer limit for an unprecedented,
uniquely American religious pluralism that would also encompass the actual despised minorities of Jews and
Catholics. The rancorous public dispute concerning the inclusion of Muslims, for which principle Jeffersons
political foes would vilify him to the end of his life, thus became decisive in the Founders ultimate judgment not
to establish a Protestant nation, as they might well have done. As popular suspicions about Islam persist and
the numbers of American Muslim citizenry grow into the millions, Spellbergs revelatory understanding of this
radical notion of the Founders...
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5.3in. x 0.9in.Since the dawn of time, the Faerie have taken. . .. Seventeen-year-old actress
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5.8in. x 0.1in.This Level 2 book is appropriate for children who are beginning to read alone.
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PDF

Gallopade International. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 133 pages.

Dimensions: 7.3in. x 5.2in. x 0.3in.When you purchase the Library Bound mystery you will
receive FREE online eBook access! Carole Marsh Mystery Online eBooks are an...
Save PDF »

The Mystery of the Onion Domes Russia Around the World in 80 Mysteries
PDF Carole Marsh Mysteries. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 133 pages. Dimensions:
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