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New Book. Americans ideas about constitutional liberty played
a crucial role in the history of Reconstruction. They provided
the basis for the Republican program of equal rights;
ironically, they also set the limits to that program and reduced
the prospects for its success. Americans were as concerned
with preserving the Constitution as they were with changing it
to protect liberty and equal rights. These two commitments
were in profound tension. The question was how one could
change the constitutional system to fulfill the promise of the
Declaration of Independence-to entrench a republic dedicated
to liberty instead of slavery-and yet preserve the essentials of
federalism and local democracy. Almost 150 years later we still
struggle with these problems.-Michael Les Benedict, from the
IntroductionHistorians and legal scholars continue to confront
the failure of Reconstruction, exploring the interaction of
pervasive racism with widespread commitments to freedom
and equality. In this important book, one of America s leading
historians confronts the constitutional politics of the period
from the end of the CivilWar until 1877. Benedict updates ten of
his classic essays that explore the way Republicans...
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R eviews

This composed ebook is wonderful. It really is writter in basic words rather than hard to understand. You may like the
way the writer compose this pdf.
-- R yder  Nola n    

This book can be well worth a go through, and a lot better than other. It is writter in simple words and phrases and not
confusing. Its been printed in an exceptionally simple way in fact it is merely right a@er i finished reading through this
pdf by which basically changed me, modify the way i think.
-- Ma r g ot Ca r ter  V        
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